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evidences of the Goſpel are 
ſo various and engaging, that every con- 
are and unprejudiced mind cannot but find 
it's attention awakened to the cauſe and occa- - 
ſion of the publication of it, as welt as invited 
to examine upon what collater . proofs are 
founded facts ſo extraordinary, add doctrines 
ſo intereſting. With boy favourable introduc- 
tion, ſupported by every, page of the accounts 
cant to us of 7 s firſt eſtabliſhment, 
it finds a ready admiſſion into the heart, fixes 
itſelf ſtrongly there, and diſpoſes the un under- 
ſtanding to engage in the important diſcuſſion 
with candour and complacency. It appeats to 
be the natural and regular method of 9 
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and cultivating this fl, which ought t to be pre- 
pared for the reception of a good Seed, and 
which will not fail to e the honeſt and 
induſtrious bod with a Nen and Vigor 
ou Crop. . * | 5 
Every branch of pes =P its ovine een 
and attractions, which operate with the greateſt 
force on the minds of its diſciples. In this re- 
ſpect Chriſtianity excels every other. To diſpoſe 
us for the excellent leſſons it abounds with, and to 
attend to its awful and ſacred truths, it founds 
that NJ the corner ſtone of which ; is Faith 
. Chriſt, on theſe ſolid prineiples, the love of 
5 God and lan; and hence deduces every virtue, 
every attainment, which may be of importance 
to our preſent or future happineſs.” The bene- 
volent affections thus drawn over to its party, 
we. cannot avoid being ſolicitous after. ee 
tion on the nature of that doctrine which car- 
ties with it ſo favourable an appearance; and 
as we adyance in the enquiry, the ſcheme and 
conduct of it evidently prove themſelves ſo 
wile and merciful, that not only our reaſon is 
convinced, and faith excited, but alſo our thank- 
fi 9 and e are exalied to he. mt 
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7 5 
| = hat the End | the Commandment is Charity," 
diffuſed: through every circumſtance” of- ſocial 


Intercourſe, which neither makes nor leaves 
one Enemy, ought to be the main iuducement to 


draw men to the practice of it. Had theſe 
cords of rational conviction of its intimate uni- 
on with the happineſs of our nature, been judi- 


Ciouſly managed by ſome of the early preachers 


of Chriſtianity ; or even in more enlightened 


ages; the progreſs of this beſt gift of our 
| bountiful Creator would have met with fewer in- 
terruptions. On the contrary, neither the ſpirit 
nor the letter of it were always fairly repreſent- 


ed, or clearly underftood; and therefore it has 


too often happened, that neither Believer nor 


Infidel were enlightened, or improved. 
But a juſt attention to the practice c 4 our 
Lord and his Diſciples, in this inſtance, would 


have taught Men a wiſer conduct. All compul- 


fory meaſures, moſt points of mere ſpecula- 


tion, would have received no countenance from = 


their examples; and a 1 revious perſuaſſon of 
rhe perfect ſimplicity an 


which animates our religion, might have 


vented much of the danger they contehded N 
againſt, and ſecured a better poſes tow 8 5 
1 


FF Tim. n 5. 5, 
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benevolent tend ney = 
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Such was FR way it eaſed our Saviour to 


1 e on its original eſtabliſhment. © He recom- 


mended his divine precepts, unincumbered with 
uſeleſs pomp, or ſuperſtitious. practice, and on 


every — explained that character of mild- 
= nes and good nature which Ciftinguiſhed * 


dorned them. 
In bis aſſiduous 8 to . and remove 


evil paſſion of the mind, every grievous 
bodily diſorder; his wiſdom, his power; and 


his goodneſs were (exerted wherever he came; 
and the brigliteſt pattern, and the h 
ſtruction ſet. before his Followers. A 
ſervance of this method was warmly recom- 
mended tothe firſt Aſſiſtants he employed for the 
4 ae charitable purpoſe. They were ordained 


ſt in- 
Kia ob- 


bliſh the gracious news in every region of 


Ju that the ſeries of prophecy regularly 
Th Js, and gradually diſplayed from the fall to 


the captivity, was now compleated; that the ex- 


Pectation of that country, 2b defire of all na- 
tions was then an inhabitant of the earth 
in human ſhape, effecting his ſalutary pur- 


5 | gr to his ſervice, to the favour of 


reconciling thoſe who would Gedi 


and eng 
1 I Hep: 2. 7. 


ging them t to brotherly: affection 


or - 
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foe, e interaſiing-picticulars _ 
were by his expreſs. command to be made known 7 2 - 
with « wag meekneſs ſo eminently diſplayed by _ 


him, and with that benevolence which would - 
prove the ſincerity of the Teachers, and ek 
eonfidence of all who were worthy to receive — 
them. All vehemence of zeal, and every arti- 4 
fice that might betray the leaſt ſymptom of in- 7 
5 tereſted OL: perſonal; ecards, were prevented; I 


The conduct preſeribed to them was uch, a tt f 
the ſame timèe that it enabled them to act with © © 

reſolution, \furniſhed ample tiling to the. 
truth of what they uttered, undeniably _ =—_ 


evinced the object of their miſſion to 195 of the 1 

moſt generous nature. „ 
The paſſage from 4 e my W is Glen, . 

is a portion of | thoſe ſolemn inſtructions which 5 „ 


were delivered to the Apoſtles ſelected by out. 
Lord upon the firſt e e of this kind. He - - 1 = 
appointed twelve of them his Fellow-labourers - 1 
in the great work of preaching. That oY _ = 
might do it with efficacy he points out the doo- — 
tales) upon which they were to lay peculiar 2} 
ſtreſs; that God was now about toreftabliſh - 3 
the kin dom of the Meſſiah, wherein he will! 
be worſhipped in Spirit and in trutb; and 
e ol external rites and ceremonies mill - _ 
| Sa ccept 1 
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"ada of nothing * Basse repentane de gil 
_ obedience. | 'Vhis he tells them muſt be deli- 
veted in a manner the leaſt. offenſive to the 
Jews; to whoſe obſtinacy and errors he was 
indulgent to the laſt, | For this cauſe: they were 
at preſent to avoid any intercourſe with the 8a- 
15 maritans, their conſtant enemies; nor to com- 
municate to them this momentous buſineſs. 
The arguments and'proofs of the authority with 
which he now inveſts them, flow from the ſame 
benevolent principle which dictated his diſcourſes, 
and produced his miracles; they were emp 
_ ered to caſt out evil ſpirits, and heal every dif. 
caſe. He cloſes theſe inſtructions with remind- 
ing them how freely and bountifully this mercy 
had been imparted to them; and therefore ad- 
moniſhes them to expreſs their thankfulneſs, by 
as free and diſintereſted a communication of 
them to others. Heal the Ot ng men mer 
received, freu give. 
This precept, upon the fame generous active; 
well deſerves our ſerious attention. It was of 
reat importance in the infancy of the Goſpel 
jb the reaſons pointed out, and muſt be always 
neceſſary during its eſtabliſhment: If at that 
period the infirmities of mankind were choſen as 
oper means of ORGY our Lord's divine. 


38 HE _- original 


original,” and alſo of | proving his unbounded 

_ compaſſion for the human race, muſt it not be 
the duty of every faithful ſervant of that maſter; 
to cultivate the ſame diſpoſition, and to ſupport 
his religion, by thoſe methods which at firſt ins 
troduced it to the world? The leaſt reflection 

on our ſocial make will convinee us that we are 
quite - incapable” of mere ſelf-enjoyment. - Our 
faculties and talents, as they confer the means of 
aſſiſting each other, ſo they manifeſtly point out 
the intentions of the gracious author of them. 


All the world is made ſubject to wants and dif- 
treſſes, and ſeldom has one been found ſo wretch- 
e d, gat not in ſome inſtanee, e ieder r 


his life; to have been moved with Compaffion for 
his fellow· creature. Our common condition in 


life, expoſed to evils both within and without, 


which can neither be prevented nor redreſſed, 
pleads ſtrongly in behalf of mutual good-will. 
All muſt feel ſo much infirmity of mind and 
body; as to convince us that it is our duty to 
cultivate this principle; for, without it, ho 
miſerable would be the condition of Humanity? 
Our rank in the creation, and that freedom of 
thought and action which dignifies and diſtin- 
guiſhes our nature, is a privilege peculiar to us, 
and the foundation of innumerable others, if not 


5 (8) : 
abuſed. But this cupof bleſſin edmpdeded wow; i Is 
daſhed with many bite mexlieinsl ingredients, | 
which, much alloy its reliſh; and require patience 
and circumſpection to corre, Theſe, however, 
carry. no proefs of our being conſidered as un- 
worthy the protection of hes. nor that they 
derive. their ſource from any Evil Being able 4 
- controul the operations of he Good: One. On 
the. contrary, many ſatisfactory cauſes may be 
aſſigned for their permiſſion, and every comfort, 
every help that reaſon, religion, or human iy, 
can furniſh, is obvious to thoſe who need them. 
From reaſon we learn to conſider our exiſtence, 
eyen thus incumbered, as far preferable to non- 
_ exiſtence, as by it we are capable of great enjoy- 
ments; that our Creator is all goodneſs, as well 
as all powerful, and — out happineſs - 
7 moſt 9 will be his ultimate deſign; that ſome 
gragious, though, at preſent, inſcrutable purpoſe 
will be anſwered by this peculiar ſtate of forrow ; 
and moreover, upon a fair examination: of che 
matter, it would appear, that if none but ſuch 
di ties as thoſe which no human ſoreſight 
or prudence could avoid oppreſſed us, our tial 
| would be much lese. In aid of this, reli- 
gion's voice. inſtructs us to depend on God's 


 protetion,. and more 1 « 
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"a 
his cature and. attributes as the fureſt ground f 
confidence. It points us to a futurity in proſ- 

pect which will Jar reward us for 22 
tuous ſtruggle. In the mean time her guidance 
trains us in our duty, and forcibly diſplays to us 
the proper objects of our faith — hope. Thus 
armed, we might encounter every foe to our 
peace. With reaſon and religion to ſupport us, 
what avails it, though, ke holy Job, we were over- 
whelmed with mis ortunes, and beſet with the 
ſubtleſt temptations; our triumph would be 
like his, and our reward ſuperior. Fot we 
ſhould, to our ines preſſible comfort, be convi ed, 
that our Redeemer liverh, and that we foal 
abide for ever in his | preſence, with whom there is 
Fulneſs /:o jo, md ft than 2 n 
u paula ry. But abun- 
* 4 theſe mln at, a rays 
as they might render us to the arows of pain 
and e ee have. yet another - ally to call 
in to our aſſiſtance, ready prepared and dif- 
This is to be e a 
tha wks ability ſroely beſtowed upon us 10 
miniſter to each other's wants, and chat on 
viction arifing from experience of the netſſity 
of. aucun n No e enn er. 


* Js. 19. 25· 


(10) 
genial to the heart of man as this, none has 


more 1 r demands upon it, none has been 
eultivat 


ſituation, and ſpreads a grace over every circum- 
ſtance of character. Our great diſtinction from the 
inferior orders ariſes from this ſympathetic ſen- 
ſibility, and is denominated humanity, as appro- 

iated to our make. The temper which is 


deeply tinctured with it, partakes of the divine 


nature, and co- operates with it in the principal 


5 of its care. The wants and miſeries which 


lict our nature oblige us often to have re- 
courſe to others for comfort and relief; and 
there are few who cannot contribute ſomething. 
All ſhould be willing to exert their talent on ſuch 


occaſions, and each ſhould meaſure their aſſiſt- 


ance by the extent of the power of that en- 


truſted to him. If this has been beſtowed upon 
us with an unſparing hand, we ſhould conſider 
it as a depoſit of; which we are to render an 
account. We are not to ſuffer it to be infigni- 
ficant and | uſeleſs, nor to employ it merely on 


felfiſh purpoſes, but to direct the effects of it 


in ſuch a manner, as will be of the moſt exten- 
five benefit. Beſides, we ſhould conſider that 


God has made us of one blood, and that fo near 


a con- 


ted with greater care by the laws of 
God and man; it adorns and improves every 
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| (11) 
a connection is a conſtant demand upon us of 
mutual aſſiſtance. To afford this aſſiſtance is 
moſt conſiſtent with our nature, to refuſe it is 
violence done to it. We enjoy the benefit of 
ſociety as we are made for it, and are bound to 
| -preſerve and improve it for general as well as 
partial advantages. We are obliged too, by pe- 
culiar ties of relation in a moral ſenſe, as chil- 
dren of the ſame common father, and ſtill near- 
er, as brethren. in Chriſt Jeſus, for a. zhere 
is but one Body, one Spirit, even as we are called 
in one hope of our calling; and undoubtedly 
genuine vital Chriſtianity entirely / overthrows 
and confounds all uncharitableneſs, and enjoins 
the moſt vigorous exertion of all our ſocial affec- 
tions. It repreſents to us the amiable pattern of 
them all united in the heavenly example of our 
Lord and Saviour; nor are we worthy to be deno- 
minated Chriſtians, unleſs we diſtinguiſhourſelves 
by ſuch fruits, without partiality, without hy- 
pocriſy. Univerſal love, diſintereſted kindneſs 
is the trueſt image of him who is the purity of 
: love itſelf - who 1s all- powerful, all- knowing, 
unchangeable goodneſs, and dwelling in us; is 
the ſpirit of God infuſed into us; is the ſpirit 
of a heavenly life. This has the preferenee of 
| „ Ont OT 
* Epheſ. iv. 3. 


(22) 

all ſpiritual graces; it is the bond of Chriftian 
and ſocial union, and animates, preſerves, and 
| Perfects the whole and every part. 

Dur Creator has given us all things freely to 
„but in different proportions. Such an 
Sale ſuits with this tranſitory ſtate of pro- 
bation., Some are ſolicited by eaſe and affluence, 
whilſt others are tempted by poverty and fick- 
neſs; This is a conſtant leſſon to us, of the im- 
Fetſection of every thing here below, and proves 
the weakneſs and d ance of our ſituation. 
IF the latter is our unhappy portion, we muſt 
ſubmit to it as the will of our Heavenly Father, 
be thankful for the proſpect he vouchſafes to us 
of better days, and with chearfulneſs and grati- 
tude accept the comfort and compaſſion admi- 
niſtered to us by our fellow - creature. But ſhould 
our lot be caſt upon a fairer ſoil, and our temp- 
tations of the more engaging kind, our duties 
alter, and the demands of others are proporti- 
onably increaſed. The defects of the mind re- 
quire their particular attention; but the cauſes 
| them are ere difficult to manage, and, 
by: vitious indulgence, become alma a ſecond 
nature in us. To correct and remove theſe is 
in the of few, of none indeed ſo much 
as of e patient himſelf, who is too apt, un- 


ih 


happily, to be ſond of his diſorder, and unwil- 
ling to part with it. With regard to the evils of 
the body, many are the ways of counteracting 
them, or at leaſt of keeping them within fame 
bounds, and of enabling perſons to ſupport them 
tolerably. The affluent can ſecure to themſelves 
every aſſiſtance of this ſort; but to the poor, 
theſe evils are heightened by the want of every 
thing. It is for this reaſon that charitable mu- 
nificence has provided houſes for their reception, 
under various maladies, where proper care is 
taken of them, and from whence, with the | 
bleſſing of God, they are reſtored to their fa- 
milies, and enabled to purſue their honeſt occupa- 
tions. In no reſpect has the influence of Chriſti- 
anity on the happineſs of mankind in this world, 
proved itſelf more forcibly than in this particu- 
lar. The example it has ſet before us, and the 
benevolent ſpirit it breathes, have inſpired its 
profeſſors 5 ardour to contribute to every pro- 
poſal which holds out ſuch benefits. No counr; 
try, amongſt thoſe enlightened by the Goſpel, has 
been more active in the encouragement of them 
than our own. Almoſt in every large diſtrict 
of it, receptacles : for theſe purpoſes have 
been provided. In this commercial, Ei 
lous, and wealthy city, many and fruitful wid 
the 


1 14 ) 8 

che tnhblcs that have ſpread from this falutary 
root. All undoubtedly well- intended, moſt of 
them of conſiderable i importance, none without 
its uſe. The care and attention paid to them, and 
the expence beſtowed upon them, is fully ade- 
quate to their demands, and to the ſources of 
opulence and benevolence from whence they are 
ſupplied. - Few objections but ſuch as are eaſily 
| obviated can be urged, either to their deſign or 
management. Though it is greatly to be wiſh- 
ed, that their number may not make the con- 
| tinuance of ſome at leaſt precarious, but that 
all may thrive together to the general advantage, 
and derive upon us the _— and nas of 
Heaven. 

Within theſe few years a freſh ebe has 
appeared of the public attention to the neceſſi- 
ties of the induſtrious poor; that main bulwark 
of our ſtate. It is deſigned to take under its 
ſhelter thoſe who are afflicted with that noiſome 
and peſtilential illneſs, from which ſcarce any 
conſtitution is ſecure, and which, if neglected 
or ill-managed, is frequently fatal; and where it 
is not fo, ſometimes produces - incurable diſ- 
orders. Its ravage is often widely deſtructive; 
and moſt families within its reach have dreadful 


apprehenſions of it. The poiſon i is fo 2 
9 


(15) 

and malignant, that though many pity, yet few 
dare adminiſter relief. The poor man's cottage 
is at this diſtreſsful ſeaſon particularly ſhunned; 
becauſe the ſtraitneſs of it adds peculiar acrimony 
to the diſorder, and often exhibits the ſhocking 
| ſpectacle of a numerous family ſinking under 

the burden, *Till this hoſpital was eſtabliſhed 
for the reception of ſuch aggravated diſtreſs, 
the ſufferers under it were left to caſual boun- 
ty for relief; but more commonly to periſh 
in hopeleſs anguiſh. From reaſons of neceſ- 
ſary prudence no other would receive them; 
and thus the ſituation that had the largeſt 
claim to our compaſſion was the leaſt provided 
Bauch an improvement to the copious ſuccour 
in other reſpects ſo unſparingly beſtowed, was 
originally ſuggeſted by a deſign to encourage the 
uſeful Practice of Innoculation. The good pro- 
vidence of God, ever watchful to produce re- 
peated inſtances of mercy out of means the leaſt 
likely, ſpread from diſtant and leſs enlightened 
countries into this, that efficacious and ſurpri- 
ſing method of abating the virulence of this 
diſorder, and of communicating it to the habit 
under ſuch reſtrictions as from a much dreaded 
foe to our nature, renders it almoſt the ſport of 

, erery 
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every wala of our lives. On its firſt appear- 
ance many were the difficulties it had. Rx ian 
gle with. The extraordinary nature, and the no- 
velty of it, raiſed endleſs ſcruples from its fup- 
poſed impiety and hazard. But theſe have been 
1o forcibly and fully anſwered, and are at length 
o generally got over, that our danger feems at 
| preſent from the oppoſu b. | 
{o familiar to us, that i 
tioners, from different motives, have preju 
the opinions of many, otherwiſe diſpoſed to fa 
vour it. The plain and caſy proceks, and the 
very probable ſucceſs attending it, has of courſe 
- Furniſhed innumerable patients, and conſequent- 
_ I; many undertakers; and theſe very unequally 
qualified, From hence great inconventencies 
have followed, This diſorder, heretofore local, 

confirmed to accic ats of eaſon, or contin- 

gent aue Ind therefore eaſier to be ſhunned, 
is now | vated in every quarter, and: ren- 
dlered almoſt unavoidable. By this means the 
a n bvocnir e e quivocal, as may ap- 
ear from the Bills of Mortality, as to the num- 
. which the hole are preſerved to the 
community, ſince it has been conducted in A 
manner Go ticentious as to fpread and c 


* 


_ oF4NgC veryconſtitutional reluc⸗ 
| tine, and in cradle to inſuperable doubts 
of its propriety; or elſe muſt debar themſelve: 
fromthe freedom neceſſary to their affairs | aud 
health. This is undoubtedly a grievous hard- 
ſhip, andought, as much as poſſible, to be attend- 
ed to. The Magiſtrate has frequently i interpoſed 
as far as it has fallen within the limits of autho- 
rity. He has indeed been obliged to do ſo in 
places of pulic reſort; or otherwiſe, the traffie 
and Geowlation of the neceſſaries of life,” would 
have been obſtructed to the public prejudice. . 
indeed there are few general advantages without 
the alloy of ſome partial or temporary diſadvan= 
get this may be conſidered as falling un- 5 
der that nm 416, 2 2 Compleat ' rediefs theres? 
fore can hardly be expected; and thoſe who are” 
unhappily in this manner inconvenienced, ſhould? 
endeavour to draw ſome comfort from relecting, 1 
that fo large a portion of their fellow-creatures 5 
may be benefited; even at᷑ their expence; that” 
daily evidence of its ſucceſs may Sradualh) fe. 5 
move their doubts; and encourage them by ex. 
perience its ſ and propriety· But whatever 
e ee 2 5 55 minds may ſug⸗ „ 
oh rs] "this" Auiſance certainly 260 1 
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(38) 
of. "WP who for profit, or any * reaſon, 
thus moleſt their neighbour, to conſider, how 
groſsly they miſuſe this beneficial diſcovery, and 
interrupt the progreſs of it. As, in fact, in ſome: 
countries this management has created no inconſi- 
derable objection to the permiſſion of it. The 
inhumanity of ſuch behaviour is too plain; to 
ſuffer their patients, in every ſtage of the diſorder, 
to range at large in the moſt fre neten places, 
muſt. occaſion great anxiety, much miſchief, 
and has often —.— followed with the ſevereſt fa- 
mily diſtreſs. It is an aggravation of this hei- 
ngus offence, that it is. totally without excuſe. 

80 dangerous a permiſſion can have no relation 
to the cure. Decent precautions, dictated by the 
common principles of good-nature, cannot, 
aught not, to be {et aſide... They have no zigh 
to light them; they deſerve ſevere animadverſioa. 
The practice is, no doubt, in- 
debted to ſome of the Wenn nt of theſe 
bold adventurers for uſeful hints, Which! the ju- 
dicious and authoriſed phyſician would, nat haye 
been permitted 5 But thoſe of them. 


who go theſe lengths, more than compeniate for 
ache ovemen ta, and indeed often do aa much 
Fram their. ignorant, preſumption, Ius 


from the ade re ee 
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in this buſineſs in a wholeſale way, with ſcarcely 
any requiſite” of judgment or knowledge, the 
peace, the health, the lives of many individu- 
als have been deſtroyed. Unſeaſonable oppor- 
tunities of communicating the infection, matter 
ill-choſen for the operation, unſkilful manage 
ment during and after the illneſs, have entailed 
diſorders upon the conſtitution which nocareorſkill 
could after wards ſet right. Several inſtances of the 
truth of this might be given, and other hoſpitals 
might be appealed to for the patients with 
which this dangerous practice has furniſhed 
= DR BR mo 12h, 2 
Io ſave many poor and uſeful members of 
the community from the fatal ravage of this diſ- 
temper in its natural virulence; and alſo, from 
the miſchievous abuſes of the providential me- 
thod now adopted to abate the power of it; 
ate the worthy objects of the Charity at "this 
moment a petitioner for your bounty. It is cal- 
_ culated to receive thoſe apaitift whom every 
other door is prudentially ſhut. It is not there- 
fre a neteſſary appendage to the many 'other = 
noble monuments of trtily chriſtian betievoletice, 
tous that gift of heuven, to be received” with 
e D 2 thankfulneſs, 


"y 


thankfulneſs, and managed with diſcretion) 
which prepares and carries them through it with 
care and ſkill, without expence, with leſs ha- 
zard of ſubſequent ill effects, and with every 
precaution that the ſecurity or eaſe of individu- 
als may not be endangered. Can any ſcheme 
of a, benevolent. nature be more important or en- 


1 


For this humane and doubly advantageous 
ſoundation we are indebted to the piety and 
publick ſpirit of thoſe who felt for the want of 
it, ſome years ſince; and whoſe philoſophic 
and enlarged caſt of mind candidly examined 
the principles on which inoculation ſtood; 
and proved its merit by attentive experiment. 
Their laudable but 5 OO efforts ſucceed+ 

reſent general approbation has ſtamped an 
3 character on their opinions; and 
that benevolent diſpoſition which is ſo character- 


” 


iſtic of theſe times will, it is to be preſumed, give 


| Seng and permanency to the inſtitution be- 
gun by them. Experience has now proved its 


great importance. From the regiſter. of admiſ- 
on, it appears to have received.in the courſe of 
laſt year, 334 patients in the natural illneſs, 


„ J „ 
Ca (che year. of its eſtabliſhment). amount to 
11056; and of thoſe inoculated,” the laſt year's 
admiſſion, is 610 in all ſince the Wundt 7 
of it (i. e. 27 years) 9268; "oF: both hong 
2043246 3: if 

The bean naturally reſuleig fedin foals | 
dion of its extenſive uſe, and general ap- 
probation, cannot but impart a heart-felt plea- 
ſure to thoſe whoſe liberality has been ſo uſeful 
and ſo comprehenſive; as well as to thoſe whoſe 

attention and ſkill have been thus humanely and 
ſucceſsfully exerted. Above all, it ſhould im- 
preſs the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of gratitude on the 
minds of all who have reaped the benefits of 
this united labour, in their ſervice to God, 5 
whoſe holy ſpirit dictates every worthy ſentiment, . 
and to their fellow / creatures, who have invited, 
* cheriſhed ſuch holy influence, © © 7 : 
On this review of your paſt conduẽt it 

—_ be inconſiſtent, it would be unfair, to 

doubt of your perſeverance in it. The ſame 


pious and generous zeal muſt ſtill animate a 


people ſo juſtly famous for public munificence. 
o judge from the aſtoniſhing, not to fay : 
4 encreaſe, of every ſ pecies of expenſive 
luxury, the ability to contribute is not leſſened, 
and from the nature "of the charity n now before 
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| br. WE. 
us, objefts. ar it; can never fail. Sat ada 
; eſtablithed - nd is far inferior tothe demands. 
upqn it, and has maregyer been. charged of late 
with heavy; but neceſſary expence, it is proper, 
it 1s expedient, that at the ſame time you are 
informed of the conduct and condition of it, 
you ſhould alſo be reminded. of thoſe actuſs 
tomed annual contributions which nouriſh and 
ſupport it. The affluent amongſt us often feel 
the comforts, which flow from the means their 
—Htuatjon gives them, of acquiring proper atten- 
tion to themſelves and families, when viſited 
with this diſorder; er of providing this regular 
ſecurity againſt it, If tbat is ſo, dan any one 
fefuſe ſome ſhate of comp paſſion for others, in 
, like: giroumſtances, Who 20 not the ſame abi 
17 This countey, ever | foremoſt to encourage 
uſeful and ingenious: hints, was amongft the 
Frſt to alter, and adopt, the practice of 
inoculation. Our example and experience have 
been approved and fought ſor by other nations; 
and the writings and perſons of our moſt ſkil- 
ful nden have been reccmed amongſt 
them, with the higbeſt honour and veſpect. 
Fetſeverance therefore in this good - work can 
equire but ſew words to reoommend it. 
have, and no doubt * N to it 
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1 0 this adi - Every one may do ſomething, = 
. and where the benefits are ſo conſpicuous, ſhould' 


do it in proportion to his means. To heal 


_ the fel, to compaſſionate the diſtreſſes of 


mankind, to deal out his charity in the ſame 9 75 
free and unſparing meaſure, with which provi- 


dence has poured its bleſſings upon us, is real pa- 


triotiſm, ſubſtantial Chriſtianity. It is the virtue 


inculcated by our Saviour himſelf in my text, and 


upon which his whole life and converſation was an 5 


unvaried comment. It is declared that charity, in 


the largeſt ſenſe, ſhall cover a multitude of fins, ® 
God knows how many we have to cover, (may 


their number leſſen) J ſhould rather ſay to be 
repented of; for no obſcurity, no veil, can 

' hide them from his all-diſcerning Eye; -. nor 
will any ſingle virtue, however induſtriouſly 


cultivated (not even this which is ſo com 
benſive) attone for defects in that perfect cha- 


racter, which we are commanded to —w=_ 
after. 
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